
 
 
 
 

 
 

There are four traditi onal degree opti ons if you want to teach. 
Please see an advi sor for a degree that wi ll best suit your career choice. 

 
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD  (Birth to third grade) 
Students planning to major in early childhood education will follow an academic program 
for transfer as an elementary education major with a specific elective course in early 
childhood. 
 
This is a growing specialized area for teachers desiring to work with very young learners. 
 

 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION (Grades K-12) 
Students will follow an academic program for transfer as a special education major. 
 
Teaching special needs or “exceptional learners” is a high needs area in Arizona.  It is 
possible to obtain a split major at some universities:  elementary abd special education. 
 

 
 
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (Grades1-8) 
Students planning to teach in the first through eighth grades will follow an academic 
program for transfer as an elementary education major.  The Associate of Arts in 
Elementary Education (AA-EE) degree is recommended. 
 
The federal law, No Child Left Behind, now requires middle school teachers who desire 
to teach a particular subkject such as math, English, etc. have qualifications in  those 
areas in addition to degree requirements. 
 

 
 
SECONDARY EDUCATION (Grades 7-12) 
Students pursuing a career in junior or senior high school will major in secondary 
edcuvation.  Secondary education majors select a subject field (English, social studies, 
math, science, etc.) for intensive study. 
 
Choose your subject area carefully.  Some subject areas such as math and science are 
more needed than others.   
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